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Reexamination of the iron-smelting
structure in Sokjang-ni, Jincheon
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Reexamination of the iron-smelting
structure in Sokjang-ni, Jincheon

Jang, Duck-Won (Jungwon Cultural Properties Institute)

There are ten iron processing structures from ancient South Chungcheong Province,
most of which are iron-smelting sites. The iron-smelting sites have a round cross-section,
and show two construction methods. The difference between the two construction
methods lies in whether talc was used. Except for Yonje-ri site at Chongwon, the
archaeological sties have similar dates.

The Sokjang-ni site is an iron-production site of great scale, formed by sequential
movements from A region to B region, based on pottery chronology. Despite being
identical iron manufacture structures, A-4.8.9 and B-2 have been associated with
different opinions. The former is regarded as a structure for iron-smelting, tempering,
and melting; the latter as an iron production site. In particular, A-4-1 of the A-4
structure has been compared to the equivalent site in Japan; although there is
disagreement. Some of the features in Sokjang-ni site are still under controversy.

The results of the reexamination shows that A-4 and B-2 are pit dwellings equipped
with partial floor heating system. A-8 and A-9, which were previously interpreted as
smelting or melting furnaces, show strong evidence that they were actually pit dwellings
equipped with the floor heating system. B-Ra and B-Na-Da structures are also thought
to be pit dwellings with floor heating system.

Key words : Sokjang-ni site, iron smelting, box type furnace(fi7!4i), pit dwelling, Partial Floor
Heating System
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