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On the usage and discarding of bear
(Ursus sp) bones excavated from
Wolseong moat site

Kim, Hun-Suk(Researcher, Gyeongju National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)

Various animal remains have been identified in the Wolseong moat site. In this
site, domesticates comprise most of the excavated remains while the number of
wild animals is relatively small. As such, the existence of Ursus sp. is noteworthy.
Unlike the case of Cervus commonly found in the Three Kingdoms period sites,
the existence of Ursus sp. in the site could indicate a specific purpose the species.

To illustrate the purpose of Ursus sp., case studies of excavated Ursus sp.
and literature research related to bear use were conducted. Hide production
with Ursus sp. was identified. As the parts of Ursus sp. remains from the site are
consistent with the parts used for leather in the literature, it is quite possible that
Ursus sp. was used for hide. Ursus sp. would have been brought to the site, to be
dismantled and processed for hide-production near the Wolseong site.

The production unit near the Wolseong site is assumed to be in operation for
supplying specific products for the royal court, unlike the production units for
intensive and mass production during the Three Kingdoms period. To date, a large
number of pits of unknown function with burning soil have been found in the
vicinity of Wolseong, with artefacts related to production facilities such as crucibles
and iron manufacturing site, showing the possibility of the existence of production
facilities around Wolseong. Future research on the relations between the

production facilities for the royal court and the production government illustrated
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in the literature will illuminate the placement of governments with Wolseong at the

center,

Key words : animal remains, bear bone, hide, production facilities, dismantlement
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