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A Study on the Origin of Ondol

Oh, Seung-Hwan (President, Guardian Institute of Cultural Heritage)

This paper is a study to clarify the actual origin of ondol. There are several
areas that have been estimated to be the origins of ondol. However, previous
studies have revealed that it is not the origin of ondol. All of the places estimated
to be the origins of the ondol correspond to the north latitude of 40° or more
in Northeast Asia, and the 3rd~2nd centuries B.C. Therefore, there is a high
possibility that the origin of the ondol existed not far from here. And since ondol
cannot be invented directly from furnace, it can be possible to narrow it down to
the area where the furnace and chimney were used. These include the northern
part of the Korean Peninsula, the northern part of China, the Republic of Mongolia,
and the Maritime Province of Russia and the Zabaikal region. However, there
are no cases of this condition in the northern part of the Korean Peninsula, the
Mongolian Republic, and Russia, and many of them are confirmed only in China.
In China, ondol appeared in the 15th century B.C. from the Xinglonggou site of
Inner Mongolia. In the 4th century B.C., a typical * 1’ -shaped ondol was identified
in the Donghuantuo site of Hebei province, Thus, the origin of the ondol is the
Heungnyungyu site, and the typical “71'-shaped ondol was originated from the

Donghuantuo site.

Key words : Ondol. place of Origin. Xinglonggou, Donghuantuo
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