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Reconsideration on the Period of

Square Tomb in Gujeong-dong
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Reconsideration on the Period of

Square Tomb in Gujeong-dong

Bae, No-Chan(A postgraduate student, BK21 Four Project, Department of
Archaeology and Anthropology, Kyungpook National University)

The royal tombs of Unified Silla have rarely been excavated. Building period is
determined based on external attributes. However, Square tomb in Gujeong-dong
was previously excavated, so information about internal attributes can be obtained.
Nevertheless, there is controversy over the building period of this ancient tomb.
One is a view that judge by the late of the 8th century and the other is a view
that judge by the middle of the 9th century or later. n addition, most methods of
judging this were limited to external attributes, such as analyzing the royal tombs of
Unified Silla. In this regard, I wanted to examine the internal and external attributes
of the tomb to determine its building period.

As an internal attributes of Square tomb in Gujeong-dong, [ analyzed internal
structures and excavated artifacts, Their production period corresponds to
approximately the late 8th century. And I also re-analyzed the external attributes
of Square tomb in Gujeong-dong, which were addressed primarily in previous
studies. They also have ample potential to judge from the late 8th century.
Therefore, considering both internal and external attributes, the building period of
Square tomb in Gujeong-dong is late in the 8th century.

Lastly, I interpreted the meaning of Square tomb in Gujeong-dong based on
the building period of this tomb. This is an interpretation of the person buried in

this tomb and the background of building of square shape. First, it was concluded
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that although this tomb can be widely regarded as a royal tomb, it is ambiguous to
see it as a complete royal tomb. This is reason of the person buried in this tomb is
believed to have been the king of Silla, who had a special story, or a person who
was not the king, but had considerable power. Based on this, T examined historical
records. As a result, [ assume that the person buried in Square tomb in Gujeong-
dong is King Gyeongdeok(57%7-) or the crown prince of King Wonseong(7t4 1),

About background of building of square shape, I presume as a result of trying
to faithfully imitate the Buddhist pagoda. Considering these are the people buried
in this tomb mentioned above, It is deeply related to their personalities or the

international situation at that time,

Key words : Unified Silla, Silla royal tomb, Square tomb in Gujeong-dong(/LEGR 7 #418), Royall
tomb Gyeongdeok(Z7&F %), Royal tomb of crown prince, Squre shape, Imitating
Buddhist pagoda
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