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Review on Mantra Roof-Tile in

Goryeo Dynasty

Cha, Soon-Chul(Director, Seorabeol Institute of Cultural Heritage)

Among the inscribed roof-tiles of the Goryeo Dynasty excavated in Gyeongju
region, the 'Om Sojae Jinbok Tile (Kgif J3#Eiig FL) " are found in Tnwang-dong
near Wolseong Fortress of Gyeongju, Seongdong-dong near Gyeongju Eupseong
Fortress, Howonsa Temple site in Hwangseong-dong and Dongcheon-dong,
a temple site in Nawon-ri, Hyeongok-myeonm and Gapsansa Temple site in
Angang-eup.

In the past, this inscribed tile was known as an artifact of the Unified Silla
Dynasty. However, excavation surveys proved that it was used in temples during
the mid Goryeo Dynasty. The examination of the materials introduced in the past
and the details of the inscribed tiles excavated recently, discovered new letters,
phrase, ‘Om Sojae Jinbok Wa (W SGH#RRTFL) . The phrase is from the words of
Buddha and can be read as “Om, roof-tile that eradicates disaster and brings
luck.” The Mantra roof-tile is presumed to have been produced between late 12th
century and early 13th century, which is the mid Goryeo Dynasty. It has some
association with a Buddhist rite called ‘Sojae Doryang ({£5E35),” which was
prevalent at the time and intended to prevent disasters in the temple. In summary,
this inscribed tile is an expression of the intent to prevent harms with Buddha's

power by inscribing the words of Buddha on the roof-tile. Also, it is deemed that
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an association could be found between Gapsansa Temple, the temple in Nawon-
ri, Howonsa Temple, and the temples in Inwang-dong and Seongdong-dong
in downtown Gyeongju area based on the fact that this inscribed roof-tile was
shared among the temples in downtown Gyeongju and its peripheral areas. The
examination of inscribed tiles excavated domestic sites, the ones with the words of
Buddha in particular, such roof-tiles were found in various temples inside and also
outside Gyeongju. All this indicates that people prayed for the prevention of harms
through ‘Sojae Doryang’ and made roof-tiles inscribed with the words of Buddha

to depend on Buddha's power,

Key words : Goryeo Dynasty, Inscribed Roof-Tile, Words of Buddha(Mantra), Temple. * Om Sojae
Jinbok Tile (%5 5 &= R) - Om, tile that eradicates disaster and brings luck.
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