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'The Production and Limitation of Porcelain
with Inscription for Royals by Naesusa in
15th~16th-century Joseon Era

Kim, Kwi-Han(Senior Researcher, National Cultural Heritage Institute)

By around 1467, the white porcelain used by the royalty was supplied both
by Gwanyo(E2€) which were branches(47ft) of the Saongwon (7] %) and
Naesusa(N7F5H]). The items for national use([#]H) were produced by Gwanyo,
and those for internal use(JAJH) by Naesusa,

White porcelain was selected for King Sejong’s bowl (%), which is why its
demand soared. However, after Hweng gan (%) was enacted in 1464, and as
the Gong'an (E{%¢) was revised in 1465, it became more difficult to reliably obtain
white porcelain for the royalty’s personal use. Following this, it is estimated that in
1464, Porcelain with Inscription ($%3CHiZs) were produced potters who belonged
to Naesusa

Only six Potters belonged to Naesusa, and because they were not provided
with white clay (FH 1) and Siji (%2H11), there were limitations in being able to
respond flexibly to the rising demand for white porcelain. The production volume
for prestigious porcelains for royals declined after peaking in the late 15th century.
This is believed to have been influenced by the Junyong (i) and Gajung (I1%E),
found in the government's fiscal reform measures called Sinyugong'an (7P EE)
Gahaengjoriae (WJAT{EH41) of 1501.

The royalty was supplied with white porcelain for internal use by the Saongwon,

before and after 1501. At the time, Gwanyo had been stabilized in its structure,
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available to meet the royals” demand for white porcelain. This is believed to have
gradually diminished the role of Naesusa's Potter. As a result, it is supposed that
between the end of the 15th century and beginning of the 16th century, the dual
white porcelain production by both Naesusa and Saongwon was consolidated by

the Saongwon.,

Key words : Saongwon, Naesusa, Royalty, Porcelain with Inscription, Sinyugong’an
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