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A look into of Beida Ancient Tombs Balhae in
Helong City, Jilin Province

Choi, Jung-Bum(Lecturer, Department of History, Keimyung University)

The Beida Ancient Tombs, situated in Baijazi, Helong, Jilin Province, is on the
northern bank of the Hailan River, approximately 5 km southwest of Xigucheng.
The tombs primarily exhibit a lateral crypt (vaulted) burial style with stone
chambers and enclosures. However, some instances of stone-walled earthen
mounds have been identified.

The interred individuals were either buried in wooden coffins or directly into a
platform. While there is evidence of structures for placing a coffin, commonly, the
natural ground surface was utilized without alteration. Meanwhile, within individual
tombs, additional burials took place over a long period. Tt is noteworthy that individuals
were laid to rest in different ways. While artifact excavation was not abundant due to
simple funerals, the central chronological period has been ascertained to span from
the pre-8th century to the mid of that century through cross-dating methods involving
Chinese ceramics, bronze mirrors, and Tang-style metal belts,

The Beida Ancient Tombs are predominantly stone-built and the prevalence
of excavated foreign artifacts is the highest among the Balhae tombs. In particular,
given its symmetrical alignment with the Longtoushan graveyard, particularly
centered around Xigucheng, the construction of the Beida Ancient Tombs was

influenced by the funerary grounds of officials closely connected to the central
capital of Balhae Jungkyung hyundeokbu.

Key words : Balhae, Beida Ancient Tombs, additional buried, Jungkyung hyundeokbu,
Government officials.

YDA Moz



