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Cultural Continuity and Regjonal Polity

in the Mangyeong River Basin during
the Proto-Three Kingdoms Period

- Based on Recent Settlement Excavation Data
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Cultural Continuity and Regional Polity in
the Mangyeong River Basin during

the Proto-Three Kingdoms Period
: Based on Recent Settlement Fxcavation Data

Kim, Eun-Jung(Research Professor, Daehan Institute of Cultural Properties)

The Mangyeong River basin is a key region for understanding the sociocultural
dynamics of southwestern Korea during the Proto-Three Kingdoms period. Based on
large-scale excavation data accumulated over the past decade, this study empirically
tests two hypotheses: (O the so-called "cultural hiatus" from around the turn of the
era to the 2nd century CE did not exist, and @ an independent regional polity with
distinctive cultural identity existed in the upper Mangyeong River basin.

First, through the increasing discoveries of Triangular Clay-Rimmed Pottery and
Hard Plain Pottery, as well as the early appearance of clay stoves, this study confirms
cultural continuity in the Mangyeong River basin. Second, based on analysis of the
concentrated distribution of Jikgu Jang-gyeong Pyeongjeo-ho (straight-rim long-neck
flat-bottom jars) and regional distinctiveness of large-sized bowls, this study identifies
the existence of a regional polity with independent cultural identity in the upper
Mangyeong River area,

Based on these findings, this research proposes a paradigm shift from cultural
discontinuity theory to cultural continuity theory, and suggests a methodology for
reconstructing regional polities through quantitative analysis of material culture

distribution.

Key words : Proto-Three Kingdoms Period, Cultural Hiatus, Regional Polity, Settlement, Hard
Plain Pottery, Mangyeong River Basin



