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Fishing Culture in the Goseong Region during the

Samhan and Three Kingdoms Periods

- Focusing on the Dongoe-dong Site in Goseong -

Lee, Su-Yeon(Curator, Gijang-gun)

This study analyzes the fishing culture of the Goseong region during the Samhan
and Three Kingdoms periods by examining archaeological data centered on the
Dongoe-dong site in Goseong. Although multiple excavations have been conducted
at the Dongoe-dong site since the Japanese colonial period, research specifically
focusing on fishing-related aspects has remained relatively stagnant.

Fishing tools unearthed in the Goseong area include straight-shank fishhooks and
a small number of net weights. The shellfish assemblage predominantly consists of
sessile intertidal and subtidal species such as oysters, turban shells, clams, and mussels.
Fish remains include cartilaginous fish such as sharks and rays, as well as bony fish
including sea bream and sea bass. Through this, it can be inferred that fishing activities
in the Goseong area primarily exhibited characteristics of inland water fishing, with line
fishing using straight-shank hooks conducted in coastal brackish waters,

Unlike contemporaneous shell midden sites along the southern coast, the Dongoe-
dong site is located adjacent to two inland bays, which likely facilitated efficient fishing
activities, The main target species, oysters, are presumed to have been harvested using
wooden tongs. The species diversity of shellfish and fish identified at the Dongoe-
dong site tends to be relatively lower compared to other shell midden sites along the
southern coast. Considering these conditions, it can be understood that the fishing
community in the Goseong area maintained a form of ‘mixed-livelihood fishermen’
combining agriculture-based livelihoods with fishing,

Key words : Dongoe-dong site, Mixed-livelihood fishermen, Sessile mollusks, Inland water fishing,
Fishing
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