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The Study on Iron-plate Ritual Utensil

with Bird Decorations in Haman regjon

Bae, Hyo-Won(Curator, Busan Metropolitan City Marine Natural History Museum)

The bird-shaped thorn (FH#IF]¢%) artifacts from the Haman and Hapcheon
regions are morphologically distinct from those unearthed throughout the broader
Yeongnam area, and have therefore long been classified by many scholars as
variant spiked implement bird-shaped thorn(EIZAHIH[2). In recent years,
debates concerning the terminology for The bird-shaped thorn excavated in
Haman and Hapcheon have continued. In particular, focusing on their decorative
features, alternative designations such as decoratively crafted The bird-shaped
thorn or decorated iron-plate implements have been proposed.

This study analyzes The bird-shaped thorn with attached decorative elements
from Haman and designates them as the Tron-plate ritual utensil with Bird
decorations (B F2%: s8#iffss), further examining their function and the meaning of
their inclusion as grave goods.

The Iron-plate ritual utensil with Bird decorations from Haman have been
found exclusively in the Ancient Tombs in Marisan Mountain cluster, indicating
that this cluster functioned as the central burial grounds of the Haman region.
Moreover, their deposition only in the highest-ranking tombs within the central
tumuli strongly suggests that they served as prestige goods symbolizing social

status. Through the analysis of these prestige goods The Iron-plate ritual utensil
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with Bird decorations of the central elite tombs in Haman, this study seeks to
clarify the origins, functions, modes of deposition, and symbolic significance of Ara
Gaya prestige artifacts.

Unlike The bird-shaped thorn distributed across the Yeongnam region, which
appeared in the 3rd century and persisted until the late 6th century, the Iron-
plate ritual utensil with Bird decorations of the Ancient Tombs in Marisan Mountain
cluster emerged in the Sth century and completely disappeared by the second
quarter of the 6th century. Their material was iron-plates ($##if). Beginning in
the first quarter of the 5th century, large iron-plates were deposited in tombs,
a practice that increased in scale during the mid to late 5th century. By the 6th
century, however, as the form of the Iron-plate ritual utensil with Bird decorations
shifted into elongated rectangular shapes, iron-plates ceased to be interred. This
pattern suggests that iron ingots served as the raw material for producing the
alron-plate ritual utensil with Bird decorations.

The alron-plate ritual utensil with Bird decorations reflect conceptions of
the afterlife, while the attachment of bells or similar devices to produce sound
indicates their use in funerary rituals or shamanistic practices. Their association
with large iron-plates and deposition in grand tombs during the 5th century,
followed by their disappearance in the second quarter of the 6th century, parallels
the rise and decline of the monumental tomb culture. Accordingly, these ritual-

religious prestige goods can be regarded as symbols of Ara Gaya itself.

Key words : Haman, Ancient Tombs in Marisan Mountain, Iron-plate ritual utensil with Bird
decorations, iron-plates, bird-shaped thorn



