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A Review of the Construction Period and Character
of the Byeokgol-je in Gim-je

Park, Young-Min(Study Commissioner, Jeolla Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)

The Byeokgol-je was first built in the mid-5th and early 6th centuries, and is
estimated to have been renovated during the period of Sabido-eup in Baekje,
considering the results of more than 20 radiocarbon dating and excavated relics.
In the mid-5th and mid-6th centuries, when the Byeokgol-je was first built, the
Jeonbuk region has undergone significant changes in ancient tombs, castles,
residential styles, and excavated relics compared to the past.

The ancient tomb was enlarged, Back-je stone chamber tombs appeared, and
artifacts were buried with false details, and stratification was completed.

In addition, Baekje fortresses are built in the upper Geumgang River area and
the upper Mangyeong River area in Jeollabuk-do, and the residential style is
changed to Baekje residential style in the central region.

Baek-je is the mainstream, and Japanese relics have a new international
character, Therefore, it is believed that the Byeokgol-je was built under the
leadership of Baek-je, which had a strong influence on the ruling class in the
Jeonbuk region at the time. Considering the ancient environmental data and
excavation sites of the time, Byeokgol-je is estimated to have been an ancient
reservoir built to build a levee in freshwater wetlands where partial agriculture

took place and cultivate agricultural land outside the levee. In addition, the theory
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that Byeokgol-je was a seawall to protect agricultural land by preventing seawater
in the West Sea can be understood to be less convincing given the results of a
number of microstone analysis that has been conducted so far, However, whether
the Byeokgolje was built blocking Wonpyeongcheon Stream from the time it
was first built will be revealed only after additional excavation and research are

conducted in the future.

Key words : Reservoir, micro-fossil Analysis, Baek-je, Agriculture, governance system, region
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