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Archaeological Perceptions and Spatial Hybridity
of Dalseong Earthen Fortress in Daegu during
the Japanese Colonial Period

Kim, Hai-Gyoung(Assistant Professor, Konkuk University)
Kim, Sun(Senior Researcher, Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage)

The Dalseong Earthen Fortress in Daegu accumulated diverse spatial
transformations from the Korean Empire period through the Japanese colonial
era, thereby embodying the characteristics of a palimpsest. This study aims to
interpret the hybrid spatiality of Dalseong Fortress by examining the overlapping
perspectives found in its uses and physical transformations across different
periods.

In 1906, a park construction plan and the building of the Hwangdaesingung
Worship Hall were initiated. The park development was formalized in 1907, and
although Tadashi Sekino conducted an archaeological survey in 1909, Dalseong
Fortress received little attention at the time, Its historical value was first recognized
in December 1913, when artifacts were unearthed during the reconstruction of the
Worship Hall.

During the 1910s, the Dalseong area reflected the growing presence of
Japanese residents in Daegu, as Daegu Shrine and the public park coexisted—
resulting in a space where the public and the sacred overlapped. In terms of spatial
composition, the entrance was marked by vertical torii gates and stone lanterns
that emphasized the visual prominence of Daegu Shrine, Beyond the entrance, a

flat circular plaza served as a sports ground for Koreans, while walking trails and



resting facilities were introduced along the fortress’s slopes. At the innermost
section, Daegu Shrine became not only a site of religious rituals but also of
everyday activities such as weddings and rain-praying ceremonies, In 1939, the
shrine’s garden expansion was designed by Honda Seiroku, a renowned Japanese
landscape architect.

Daegu Shrine was elevated to a Kokuhei Shosha (nationally supported shrine)
in 1937, and Dalseong Fortress was designated as Historic Site and Treasure No.
94 in 1939. During the construction of the Kokutai Meishinkan (National Polity
Hall) in 1940, the fortress was damaged, leading to discussions on restoration
and preservation. In 1941, two information boards were erected to indicate
preservation principles and restrictions on alteration.

Thus, Dalseong in Daegu represents a multilayered space where modern
park, cultural heritage, Shinto shrine, and public functions converged, revealing
the complex spatial experiences of the colonial period. This study highlights the

interpretive significance of such palimpsestic spatiality.

Key words : Daegu Dalseong Park, Hybrid Spatiality, Palimpsest, Daegu Shinto Shrine, Colonial
Urban Space
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